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PATENT 
B208-670 DIV 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant : Tatsuya Yamazaki, et al 

Serial No,: 09/810,380 

For : AUTOMATC FOCUS ADJUSTMENT DEVICE 

Filed : MARCH 16, 2001 

Examiner ; T. Ho 

Art Unit: 2615 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

In response to the restri ction requirement in the Office Action of July 14, 2004, 
applicants elect, for further prosecution in this application, the species of the invention of 
the FIG, 16, upon wliich claims 24-28 are readable, 

Apph cants further traverse the restriction requirement to the extent that it 
states that FIGS. 1 6 and 1 7 are directed to patentably distinct species of the invention. In 
particular, as discussed in appUcants* specification, at page 40, line 20, through page 42, 
line 10, FIG. 16 shows a block dia^am of a sixth embodiment of applicants' invention. As 
also discussed in applicants' specification at page 42, line 11 through page 45, line 4, FIG. 
17 is a "flow chart showing tine flow process to be executed witliin the svstem control 
circuit 162 which represents a feature of the sixth embodiment ." Thas, FIGS. 16 and 17 
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are directed to the same species of tiic invention and it is respectfully requested that the 
restriction requiteDient be amended to include FIG, 17 in the species with FIG. 16. 

Applicants fiirther submit that the species of FIGS. 18 and 19 is directed to 
the seventh embodiment of the invention which, as discussed at pages 36-40 and 45-46 of 
applicants' specjjScation , is sufficiei:itly related to the species FIGS. 16 and 17 to be 
considered in the same application. Accordingly, applicants request that the restriction 
requirement be fuilher modified to include the species of FIGS. 18 and 19 and claims 29 
and 30 which read thereon, with the elected species of FIGS. 16 (and 17) and claims 24-28 
which read thereon. 

Applicants further point out that claim 24 is believed to be geiieric. 

Dated: August 1 1 , 2004 

COWAN LIEBOWITZ & LATMAN 
11 33 Avenue of tine Americas 
New York, New York 10036 
(212) 790-9200 



Respectjfully submitted. 
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